
.Snapshots …
… of the formation of a s bond in Al2R4 isomers are obtained by structural and quantum
chemical investigations, as described by H. Schn�ckel, W. Klopper, and co-workers in
their Communication on page 8141 ff. By employing R = PtBu2, they succeeded in iso-
lating a triplet molecule exhibiting a long Al�Al separation as a first step. A bicyclic
butterfly molecule rather than the unbridged R2AlAlR2 isomer represents the ground
state. The ring-inversion isomers are separated by a “wing beat” and a transition state.
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Snapshots of the formation of a s bond in Al2R4 isomers are obtained by structural
and quantum chemical investigations, as described by H. Schnçckel, W. Klopper, and
co-workers in their Communication on page 8141 ff. By employing R¼PtBu2, they
succeeded in isolating a triplet molecule exhibiting a long Al�Al separation as a first
step. A bicyclic butterfly molecule rather than the unbridged R2AlAlR2 isomer
represents the ground state. The ring-inversion isomers are separated by a “wing
beat” and a transition state.
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